
FR IG ILIAN A
AT EASTER



  On Domingo de Ramos (Palm Sunday) 
the observances begin with the blessing of 
branches of olive and palm in the Chapel of 
San Sebastián, next to the cemetery. Pero 
es el Jueves Santo cuando comienzan los 
días más intensos de la Semana Santa de 
Frigiliana. On Holy Thursday, before the 
procession,procession, the mass of the Last Supper is 
held in the parish church, during which the 
priest washes the feet of twelve villagers, 
who represent the apostles, and are 
dressed in robes and masks, some of the 
masks dating to the XVIII century. 
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GOOD FRIDAYM AUNDY THURSDAY

  In Frigiliana, the Holy Week observances and processions begin on the Friday before Palm 
Sunday, before the events commemorating the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus which 
constitute the actual Holy Week. On el Viernes de Dolores (Friday of the Sorrows) the 
brotherhood of the same name, the largest in Frigiliana, goes in procession dressed in black 
robes and black hoods in the pharaonic style, with the hood hanging down their backs.
    The brotherhood was founded on the 14th August 1771 and held its first procession the 
following year, the first time that Frigiliana had processed with the image of Our Mother, Our 
Lady of the Sorrows.  Dressed each year the same, exactly like today, with a black robe and hood 
shaped pharaonic headdress falling down the length of their back, also, the tunic ends in a long 
tail extending completely when the procession facing the steep and jagged ascents of old town, 
thus lengthening the parade procession, which for the same reason is shortened during their 
descent.



GOOD FR IDAY

HOLY SATURDAY 

  In Frigiliana, the Holy Week observances and processions begin on the Friday before Palm 
Sunday, before the events commemorating the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus which 
constitute the actual Holy Week. On el Viernes de Dolores (Friday of the Sorrows) the 
brotherhood of the same name, the largest in Frigiliana, goes in procession dressed in black 
robes and black hoods in the pharaonic style, with the hood hanging down their backs.
    The brotherhood was founded on the 14th August 1771 and held its first procession the 
following year, the first time that Frigiliana had processed with the image of Our Mother, Our 
Lady of the Sorrows.  Dressed each year the same, exactly like today, with a black robe and hood 
shaped pharaonic headdress falling down the length of their back, also, the tunic ends in a long 
tail extending completely when the procession facing the steep and jagged ascents of old town, 
thus lengthening the parade procession, which for the same reason is shortened during their 
descent.

  But the tragic nature of the passion and 
death of Christ, which brings thousands of 
people onto the streets is seen most clearly in 
the Procession of La Soledad (The Desolation), 
an exquisite demonstration of the way that the 
baroque spirit continues to permeate 
Frigiliana’s Holy Week, open only to women, 
marriedmarried or single, of all races, nationalities and 
beliefs, but who must follow the unswerving 
tradition that they wear black, mourning 
clothes.
 Every year hundreds of women, residents of 
Frigiliana along with other, neighbouring areas, 
make the long procession accompanying the 
Virgen de la Soledad.



  This procession, which takes to the streets 
immediately after the end of the procession of 
the Holy Sepulchre and Our Lady of the Sorrows, 
plunges the entire historic part of the village 
into total and disquieting darkness, lit only by 
the flickering candles, carried by the hundreds 
of black-clad women.

    It is in La Soledad that the grief and pain of 
death shared by the women as they sing their 
hymns to Mary, that the beautiful, enigmatic 
streets of the Morisco quarter demonstrate the 
sublime essence of the observances revived in 
Frigiliana.

  The Brotherhood 
of the Risen Christ 
brings the Holy 
Week observances 
to a close on Easter 
Sunday. The 
members of this 
brotherhoodbrotherhood, 
founded in 1988, 
wear white robes 
and hoods with 
green capes, paying 
implicit homage to 
the earth.

  They process in the full sun of midday, their 
leisurely progress accompanied by the 
Frigiliana Town Band, while the statues of the 
Risen Christ and Our Lady of the New dawn, 
receive the homage of the people lining the 
street or crowding the flower-decked balconies, 
and throwing rose petals down onto the images, 
asas an anthem to the new life heralded by the 
death of Christ on Good Friday.

EASTER SUNDAY
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